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Condinned fpem ALE D. 
drug with another drug. Reckitt 
went further, and grudgingly admitt- 
ed that the drug could also prove 
addictive to those who have already 
experienced opiate habits. 

However there was no move then, 
or since, to place the drug on the 
controlled drug register where it 
undoubtedly belongs. The reasons 
are obvious. The commercial via- 
bility of the drug rests solely upon 
its requiring less control and res- 
triction than other opiate-type an- 
algesics. Otherwise it is just one 
more on an already-too-long list of 
products of a similar type. No won- 
der then, with talk of massive ex- 
port earnings in the air, that it 
seemed to serve no-one's interest 
to listen to the irritating bad 
sportsmanship of a handful of Hull 
junkies and a too-fussy West German 
doctor. 


At the time of writing, bupren- 
orphine still enjoys the status it 
always has. The euphoria is\ under 
control but the complacency is still 
there. Wild claims are out. They 
might cause waves in the light of 
the West German findings. But there 
is no doubt that no-one, certainly 
not R and C, is going to try to re- 
verse the non-addictive image under 
which the drug was launched. Let 
sleeping dogs lie and quietly accrue 
the financial benefits of what was, 
to say the least, a grossly mis- 
leading launch campaign. 


Letters written in confidence 
to R and C found their way into the 
hands of the Drug Squad, despite the 
fact that they contained no facts of 


interest to, or new to,the police. 
When asked why they had done this 
R and C replied that it was because 
the Drug Squad has "asked for them". 
That the Drug Squad knew of any such 


Vi 


yrrrn 


men 


correspondence would be to ascribe 
to them a facility for clairvoyance 
such as would surely make every crim- 
inal in the city hold up his hands. 
That a drug such a buprenorphine 
should be readily available to any- 
one who can persuade a recipient of 


a legal prescription to part with 
some is unbelievable, especially in 
the light of the current carefully 
orchestrated official concern about 
drugs. That the Queens Award should 
be the accolade for someone invent- 
ing a new drug, in 1985, is bad 
taste to say the least. Surely the 
last thing we need is another way 
to become a junkie. There are al- 
ready too many of them. 


Instances of its systematic mis- 
use as an alternative to opiates 
are no longer confined to Hull, The 
supply is a tiny fraction of what it 
was once, depending, as it does, 
upon the willingness of those pres- 
cribed the drug to part with some or 
all of their pills, perhaps for a 
consideration. But the status the 
drug occupies in the hierarchy of 
controlled or restricted drugs means 
that GP's are likely to be far less 
circumspect about when and to whom 


to prescribe the drug than they would. 


be in the case of, for instance, Pal- 
thium or Diconal. 


No-one need suggest that bupren- 
orphine doesn't havea role to play, 
or is in itself an evil or unnecess- 
ary thing. But it is strongly sugg- 
ested that it is far from being 
what it was once purported to be. fs 
further suggested that R and C are 
wholly aware of this, and have done 
nothing to counteract an impression 
which they know now to be, in part, 
at least, false. 


And it is time they did some- 
thing about it. 
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POST 


HULL’S OTHER PAPER 


Our guiding principle is that 
self-determination and freedom 
from oppression and exploitation 
are everyone's right, and that 
concentrations of wealth and 
‘powers are its chief enemies. 


Our pages are open 
particularly to groups whose 
access to the conventional 
media is limited. We have an 
anti-sexist and anti-racist 
commitment, We have a ‘Right 
of Reply' policy in accordance 


with the code of practice promo- 
ted by .the Campaign for Press. 
and Broadcasting Freedom, 
Our editorial practice is: 
1 Any person who 


joins the 


Hull Community Press Association 


(HCPA) has the right to attend 
all meetings of THE POST and 
help decide on the content 
of the paper; 

2 All decisions are collective 
decisions; 


3 We actively encourage the 
submission of articles or 
suggestions for articles by 


members of the public, 

4 The writer of any article 
will be consulted before any 
changes are made, 

5 All articles submitted should 
be signed, but authors may 
remain anonymous if they wish. 

6 THE POST acknowledges collect- 


ive responsibility for. alt 
articles published, but not 
collective authorship, and 
articles do not necessarily 


express the views of individuals 
in the collective, 

HCPA MEMBERSHIP 
If you wish to join the HCPA, 
it costs £2 waged and £1 unwaged 
Apply to address below. 


POST MEETINGS 


POST PUBLIC MEETINGS: every sec- 
ond Sunday of the month 8pm at 
Spring Bank Hotel, Spring Bank. 


ADVERTISING 
Full page £50; Half Page £30; 
Quarter Page £18; Eighth Page 
£10; Other rates on request. 
CORRE SPONDE NCE 


All correspondence 
should be sent to: 


THE POST 
P.0.BOX 102 
HULL 
HU2 OPX 


Published by the Hull 
Community Press Association 
Printed by VOICE 


|| 


Dear POST, 
Since both of your 
Oct. and Nov. editions have 
seen fit to comment upon me 
and my allegorical novel"The 
“arch of the History Animal", 
I am motivated to respond in 
line with your right of re- 
ply policy. 
You have done me 

and my book the service of a 
mention but unfortunately on 
neither occasion did you in- 
form your readers how to ob- 
tain the book and judge it 
for themselves as is the prac 
-tice of all serious reviews. 
I now correct that error of 
omission. The book, 226 pages 
published by Merlin Books Ltd 
is available for £3.25 paper- 
back and £7.95 hardback from 
bookshops and the publisher 
and from me. The book is also 
| available free of charge for 
| reading, from Humberside Cty. 
Council Libraries Lending 
Services. 

With regard to the 
review article by C.C.in the 
Oct.Post, I have to register 
my disappointment at his 
statement ''the.book was not 
something I could read all of 
the way through." If so CC, 
why then pretend to review it? 
why not obtain a review article 
from someone who had read the 
pook? any local people, 14 in 
fact, read the 12,000 word 
manuscript before publication 
and 13 produced written re- 
views or responses. All of 
these were positive and en- 
couraging. Indeed, to date the 
only negative response has been 
from CC of the POST. 

Your reviewer CC furthe 
comments,''I have to admit I am 
bloody amazed at the responses 
from those whose names appear 
on the cover as“readers’ of the 
book.\Why does the Post print 
"readers"in inverted commas ? 
Does the Post disbelieve that 
Ellen Hood, John Myhill,B.Sc-,s 
Alan Dewey, Brian Winter,Barry 


John Pougher, and Doctor Paul 
Sutton of Hull University read 
the MS and provided written 


comments which were used for 


publication. 


Fleetwood B.SC., Janet MacDougal 


I might add that 

the Post was also provided with 
reviews and responses from othe 
local people. All of these made 
positive critisisms of what I 

had written and did unknowingly 
encourage me to pursue the work 


i] through to final publication , 


and I am indebted to them. With 
out reward they read what I had 
written and commented in detail 
and with interest. I am left 
with the conclusion that the re 
-sponses in the Post by CC and 
Mr. Snide were born out of a 
desire to knock and denegrate 
for subjective political 
reasons-both responses were 
negative but fit in with the 
negative reactionary attitudes 
one gets used to seeing in the 
Poste 
Ray Flint, 
41 Beresford Ave; 
Hull. 


Dear Post, 


When reading an indepen- 
dent alternative newspaper, it is 
somewhat of a disappointment to re- 
alise that 'The Post' is following 
the same editorial line as The Sun, 
Express and Daily Mail. I refer to 
the article appearing in Post 21, 
concerning the Militant. In common 
with the gutter press this article 
features no political analysis or 
objectivity, just a series of un- 
substantiated claims and accusat- 
ions presumably as a cheap effort 
to discredit Militant supporters. 


Speaking as a Labour Party mem- 
ber (but not, I hasten to add, a 
Militant supporter), I do not sub- 
scribe to the post-Kinnock speech 
'Mili-bashing' tactics currently 
fashionable within the party. If 
we are serious about effecting soc- 
ial change within the Labour Par- 
ty, the policies of Militant need 
to be debated and the arguments 
won. Public condemnations and 
witch hunts are neither helpful nor 
constructive in a period of unpre- 
cedented attacks on the wider Lab- 
our Movement from six years of 
Thatcherism. 


It is a pity that the 'Politic- 
al Briefs' column did not take up 
the politics of the reproduced leaf- 

r let. A critique based on 'the Mil- 
itant are a bunch of liars' is a 
wholly inadequate response to the 
appalling deprivation in Liverpool's 
Inner City and the City Council's 
attempts to fight the Tory offend- 
ers. 


I suggest The Post uses what 
column centimetres are available 
to spark debate on the politics of 
Militant rather than to air the per- 
sonal bigotry of the author. 


yours sincerely, 


David Burnby 
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This rag has seen fit to print some 
thoughts from local man-about-the- 


Listeners to Viking Radio will have One of the ironi 

noticed the rash of adverts in Nov- miners' i ve a 
ember for the Department of Indust- Fenners profits. Fenners oe sing 
rial Development. The DID is the conveyor belts used by the NCB. The 
responsibility of Hull City Coun- strike did terrible damage to that 
cil's Estates and Development Com- part of their operation, their f 
ittee, whose Chair is Cllr. Pearl- its fell, pushing down their ere J 
man. Last I heard said Cllr. Pear- price and thus - as it turns ane aie 
lman was among the philanthropists enabling somebody else to take the 
who had bought shares in Viking Rad- over. Its an ill wind, as the ote, 


io. This wouldn't be a conflict Mr: ide i i 
1 a SN ct of s Snide is prone to remarking.... 


DKC 


The David bumby Letter (erptite) 


left, Ray Flint on Challen's review A moments silence , please, to mark Robin Ramsay comments: 


of his book, The History Animal the i 

1s Dook, = l passing away of Mr Cohen, the 
jean in Page fd Books , Princes frontman for the Teesland Develop- 
venue - OK, Ray?), printed in the ment Group's Princes Dock scheme. 


last Post. Flint, congenial soul 


I wrote the Militant piece. I've 


been ranting and raving about Mil- 


Cohen is the first victim of the itant for well over a year within 


that he is in some ways, really is Curse of Snide laid on all the pill- the Labour Party. (A prematur 
. e anti- 


pushing his luck on this. 
word of him and this columist is 


going to describe the games of mus- in a post-Modernist world. 


ical chairs which went on in both 
The Post collective, and the Hull 
Daily Mail office over his book. 
(Musical chairs, as in : when the 
music stops, you have to try and 
read the bloody thing.) 

Challen's review was kindness 


itself. SIC 


The Betty Eaton Show , referred to 
elsewhere in this dreadful rag, is 
a soap opera which should run and 
run. The dear lady barely opens 
her mouth before - hoopla! - she 
finds her foot in it. 
ago she was muttering about steril- 
izing women who were in the care of 
the County Social Services. At the 
time, unversed in the intricacies 
of local affairs, yer old Uncle 
Snide rang Ms. Eaton up to ask her 
if she had, indeed, suggested this. 
Ms. Eaton assured me that, even if 
she had, she didn't mean it to sound 
the way it did. 
those 'presentational' problems 
which afflicts the modern-day Tory. 


Not so long 


Aha - another of 


mporium 
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One more ocks involved in the affair who re- 


with the death of Cohen the whole 
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; Mili ? ili 
fuse to recognize that we are living ist Soni OaS, thas no an entry- 
r > 


ist by defin- 
ition, commited to a patter ce 
Tying : they have to. Almost all 
of their spokespersons’ public utt- 
erances are a lie. Every time they 
Also on the dock front (as it were), deny that Militant is an organis- 
notorious rumour has it that the ar- ation, its a lie. Every time they 
chitect apparently designing the new decline to show us the internal mem- 
Ferens extension, part of the Prin- oranda, the instructions from head 
ces Dock disaster, has yet to draw office to branches, its a lie. To 
Toae be a successful entryist organis- 
Ferens boss John Bradshaw knows &tion - and Militant are the most 
this, but does Louise West? Ms successful since the war - it is nec- 
West, apparently confidently ex- een” to lie. (How else to oper- 
pecting Bradshaws trouser cuffs to ate?) * 
be full of brick and plaster dust Militant presumably believe 
in the near future, has stopped book that the ends justify the means. 
ing exhibitions for the Ferens be- Who cares about lying when we can 
yond Spring. push the revolution forward? On- 
Any minute now the "loonies" wards and upwards etc. I don't 
in HELP! Conservation Action Group take that view of things. 
are going to start telling us that T nog of "debating" with 
a t a e ever tried? It 
enterprise will stop; or, even more is akin to debating with a member 
ridiculously, that Teesland never of the Divine Light. He wants argu- 
How is that - 
ible when all you get is the A 
well-rehearsed phrases out of Mil- 
itant members - the public front 
they all seem to acquire. 


DK 


actually intended building the dam- ments t 
ed thing in the first place. TEA Ao PEANG- 


DAL 


Militant aren't interested in 
Pg debate and argument with anybody ex- 
cept in so far as such activities 
are useful means of recruiting oth- 

er people to their conspiracy. 

f Perhaps, as Burnby says, this 
is bigotry. Well, so be it. I want 
open politics - as far as is human- 
ly possible. Secret cabals within 
the Labour Party strike me as part 
of the problem not part of the sol- 
ution. 

_ Two final points. Sometimes, 
just sometimes, the gutter press of 
Fleet Street are correct. In the 
case of Militant, they have been 
rather nearer the mark than most of 
the Labour Party. I make no apolo- 
gy at all for echoing things said 
in the gutter press. It's the con- 
tent that's important - whether 


true or false - that matters not 
who says it. 
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Reckitt and Colman, the Hull-based 
pharmaceuticals giant, finally reap- 
ed the reward, this year, for its 
development of a so-called 'wonder- 
drug''. The company were given a 
Queen's Award for Technology in the 
1985 Industrial Honours List in rec- 
cognition of the development and pro- 
duction of a new-style analgesic, 
BUPRENORPHINE, marketed under the 
trade name TEMGESIC. 

The drug, feted for its claim- 
ed absence of potential for addict- 
ion, is the child of at least 10 
years research, and its launch on 
to the market some three years ago 
was accompanied by much euphonius 
and laudatory clamour in the local 
and national press. 


Reckitt and Colman's aim was the 
development of an analgesic with 
the pain-killing properties of the 
stronger opiates and their close 
counter-parts, but without the add- 
ictive properties all such drugs 
had, until then, invariably shown. 

Until R and C's startling claims, 
the search for such a drug had been 
regarded as analogous to the alchem- 
ist's futile attempts to isolate 
the Philosopher's Stone. Heroin, 
when it was isolated, was claimed 
to be the non-addictive substitute 
for morphine. Methadone, which as 
Physeptone comprises the vast major- 
ity of prescriptions to registered 
drug addicts, was once hailed as the 
new, non-addictive substitute for 
heroin. But Methadone, as we now 
know, has a similar potential for 
addiction to heroin, which in turn 
proved to be far more powerful and 
addictive than morphine. 


The benefits of such a drug, 
could it be successfully produced, 
would be immeasurable to medicine. 
The financial rewards for the company 
first in the market with such a drug 
would, of course, be immense. And 
in February 1978, it was announced 
that R and C had..."'at least receiv- 
ed the vitally important seal of 
approval from the Department of 
Health." (Hull Daily Mail 3 Feb. '78) 

BUPRENORPHINE tablets first hit 
the streets of Hull. in 1982. They 
were known initially as ‘morphine 
pills", partly because of the simil- 
arity of the word ''morphine" to the 
sound of the name "buprenorphine" 
which appeared on the popper cards 
which the pills came in. But it 
was also partly because the effects 
of the drug were very similar to the 
effects of an opiate. They were re- 
ceived guardedly at first by Hull's 


tiny but growing population of occas- 


ional hard-drug users. But they 
slowly increased in popularity. 


It is true that in a strictly 
aesthetic sense, most users agreed 
that the little white pills with 
the Rand C sword - "Hey Man! We've 
been cranking Dettol!" - were not 
as "good '' as smack, or morphine, 
or Diconal or Palfium; or any of 
the other opiods or substitutes that 
Hull's part-time junkies were occas- 
ionally able to treat themselves to. 
But they had two enormous advantages: 


about buprenorphene which I 
I first 


Y gp 
And then, no one knows ge 
7 - 


hereby christen BPP. 
heard it from Mr Mason at 
Reckitt's headquarters astride 7 
the M4, which they are trying 
to sell. 


He told me: ‘BPP is a pain 
killer, which is better than any 
such drug—analgesics as they 
fire called. 


‘A team of our scientists 
under Professor Ken Bentley 
(now with Loughborough Uni- 
versity) have been researching 
this for over 12 years. It will 
be a successor to morphine, 
cheaper, I think, to produce 
and, in any case, without the 
horrible effects of «morphine. 
Nor will it be habit forming. 


7 ‘It has already passed the r 
Y commniuiee g on à safety of p 
a aan aes 


it should be on the market in 
1978. If it lives up to our hopes 
we shall have done a lot o 
good for mankind, as well as 
for ourselves.’ 


‘But I ‘wouldn’t suggest 
that this should put @ penny 
on the shares at the moment. 
A lot of things can happen In 
trials. A few cases of addiction 
and you're back on ‘research 
again.’ 


they were constantly and universally 
available - no more getting strung 
out; a unique opportunity to be a 
real junky at last, without even 
having to leave home - and they were 
fantastically, unbelievably cheap. 
During their heyday buprenorphine 
pills, 'Reckitts pills" as they be- 
came known, could be obtained almost 
anywhere at ten pence each . 

And four of them, crushed in a 
spoon, mixed with a little water, 
drawn up through a pinch of cotton 


@ Doing Reckitts 


wool or a cigarette filter, into a 
syringe and injected intravenously, 
gave a hit as powerful as any £10 
bag of smack, past or present. 
People began to realise that 
this was the new non-addictive "won- 
der drug" that so much fuss had been 
made of for a short while, earlier 
in the year. And another amazing 
benefit the drug conferred upon its 
habituees soon became manifest. 


Mere possession of it wasn't 
illegal. You could get busted, the- 
oretically, for handling stolen 
goods. But since Reckitt's hadn't 
reported any large-scale thefts, 
if the Drug Squad pulled you in for 
possession of just a few, then once 
they had determined what the drugs 
were they would assume you had been 
given them by someone to whom they 
had been prescribed. Because even 
before it had been widely used in 
the community, buprenorphine was 
not a controlled drug. It occupied 
a similar status to, say, penicill- 
en. A doctor's prescription is nec- 
essary to obtain the drug over the 
chemist's counter, but once this 
has been done then the recipient is 
at liberty, in a legal sense, to 
pass the drug to whomsoever he or 
she pleases. 

And the "Reckitts pills" contin- 
ued to flow. Many more people were 
into them now, and some of them al- 
ready on a daily basis. Because of 
the seemingly limitless supply, no- 
one had really been forced to test 
the claim that the drug's withdraw- 
al presented no unpleasant symptoms. 
But one or two brief hiccups in the 
distribution of the pills had pro- 
vided some users with the disturb- 
ing experience that deprivation of 
the drug, after a month or so's con- 
tinued use, resulted in feelings 
that were, to say the least, dis- 
tressing. 

All this time, although it was 
obvious that they knew about the 
pills, the Police's attitude to the 
spreading use of the drug was low- 
key. Only when, as eventually happ- 
ened, they came across many thous- 
ands of the little white pills 
stashed in a derelict house in West 
Hull, did the pressure start to be 
applied. With astonishing aplomb 
the Drug Squad mopped up most of the 
remaining pockets - and pannicky 
users the rest. A few, with aston- 
ishing speed and ingenuity, estab- 
lished links and satisfactory arr- 
angements with some of the few peop- 
le prescribed the drug by their GP 
for the relief of severe pain. 
rest just suffered. 
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Reckitt’s “‘super-drug”’ 


Most were unprepared for the 


severity of the withdrawal symptoms. 


Some were prepared to a degree. The 
slow but steady development of a 
tolerance to the drug was one clue 
that it might, after all, be just 
another one in the long line of 
“non-addictive" pain killers proved 
eventually to be as addictive as its 
predecessors discovered in the past 
hundred years or so. 

Another clue was the drug's 
sheer power. It had the facility to 
render impotent substantial doses of 
any real opiate or well-known sub- 
stitute taken within the injection's 
effective time-span. 


People who sought help from 
their GP's were told cheerfully that 
it wasn't possible to become addict- 
ed to buprenorphine, and anyway, the 
quantities the users claimed to be 
taking were quite ridiculous: such 
doses were way above the lethal ov- 
ADK—. 


scandal 


them on television, no Diconal could ernment would permit no-one to make 


be produced. And the programme was 
going to be about Diconal, after 


such a claim about any drug. Some 
users began to wonder if they had 


all. Until someone mentioned bupren- dreamed it all. One searched 
orphine. The television people were through cuttings from back issues 


moderately interested, and, perhaps 
to justify the expense of being so 


imprudent as to fail to check - If 
there was any Diconal in Hull before 
coming all the way here to make a 
programme about its mis-use, they 
inserted a piece about the Reckitt 
‘wonder drug" in the half-hour pro- 
gramme. They showed a buprenorphine 
user under the influence, a bland 
statement from some white-coated men 
from Reckitt, and a brief clip of 
the then head of the Drug Squad say- 
ing that there wasn't much to worry 
about, the supply had been stopped, 
and that in any case the drug had no 
noticeable effect but to make the 
user nauseous. (Although one of the 
many simultaneous effects of bu- 


AX QAAAAAAQQQQQQNN NN)» 


of the Hull Daily Mail. He discov- 
ered articles containing the 
following extracts: 
** ''The importance of the new pain 
killer is that the scientists hope 
that it will not be narcotic. This 
will spare people in severe pain 
from the risk of addiction which 
they run at the moment if using mor- 
phine.'' (Hull Daily Mail 2/12/76) 


wk he led ag the likely replace- 
ment to the addictive d morphine." 
(Hull Daily Mail 3/2/78) © caia 


** "And its benefits are that it is 
a non-addictive and totally synthet- 
ic drug...... totally useless to.. 
either addicts or those who know the 
black market value of the drug." 
(Hull Daily Mail 7/11/80) 


Reckitt sige himiteg Statement by the Chairman” was nats Se 
studies with buprenorphine suggest it has satisfactory analgesic activity without „Aneoiosi yens Caine 
many of the limitations of morphine and the first Product Licence Application to meee gera powert» 
amie ner: 
ne 


Hull had no provision for the 
treatment of drug addicts then. It 
hadn't needed one. Before 1982 it 
is safe to say that there had not 
been any real drug addicts. There 
were recreational users with vary- 
ing levels of consumption, even a 
few who had occasionally been able 
to sustain a habit for a few weeks 
or so. But nothing serious. Users 
either moved elsewhere to be junk- 
ies or, more often, remained recreat- 
ional users. The small number of 
users in the city made the commer- 
cial supply of heroin , at a sus- 
tained level, unviable: there was- 
n't the market to reward the necess- 
ary effort. 

The initiall adual but rapid- 
ly increasing rate of use and avail- 
AINET: of heroin in Hull coincides 
with the removal of buprenorphine 


as an option. 


Akik kikk kki kik 


Early in 1983 a documentary tele- 
vision programme appeared devoted to 
the abuse of the drug Diconal. Dic- 
onal was quite popular in Hull, so 
there were red faces all round the 
junky fraternity when, in response 
to the nice people wanting to put 


buprenorphine use. 


er than face them without support 
or understanding from the NHS, had 
progressed to illegal opiates. 


they had never claimed that bupren- 
orphine was non-addictive: the Gov- 


prenorphine and any normal opiate- 
type drug is often a feeling of 
nausea and actual vomiting, the idea 
that a large group of people would 
repeatedly inject themselves with 

a drug the sole effect of which was 
to make the user nauseous, is a nov- 
el, if eccentric, perspective on the 
reasons behind drugtaking. But of 
course that was not the whole story.) 


Nobody, neither Reckitt nor the 
police, and not even the medical 
profession, seemed prepared to con- 
sider the possibility of what was 
by now quite obvious to the users: 
buprenorphine had considerable pot- 
ential for addiction. 


Late in 1983, a one-time user 
wrote to Reckitt to point out that 
it was surely not on to call an 
addictive drug non-addictive. He 
gave instances drawn from exper- 
ience of using the drug continuous- 
ly for 12 months, and mixing with 
others with similar histories of 
D Many had exper- 
ienced severe withdrawls and, rath- 


Reckitt replied, saying that 


because, unlike morphine, it was non- 
addictive." (Hull Daily Mail 18/8/83) 


And this is by no means the full ex- 
tent of the implication or outright 
claims that the drug is non-addict- 
ive which have appeared in the press. 


In August '83 came the first 
official recognition that buprenor- 
phine was not all it was claimed to 
be. The West German authorities had 
discovered thirty (30) cases of sec- 
ondary addiction - basically, add- 
iction resulting from taking the 


COUT Tatter Pure . 
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HAND update 


There is still been no offic named as "deep engineered 
-ial announcement on whether trench disposal". Does this 
South Xillingholme on the Sth. sound safer ? It's not. 
bank of the Humber is to be exactly the same method. 
used as a nuclear dumping site The government has decided 
or not. 
ing for two years which was 


NIREX's activities, with an 


called for in 1983 at the Lon- extra proviso that NIREX can't Glanford a NIREX rep. 


don Dumping Convention now 
looks to be an indefinate halt one else either. 


and therefore NIREX (Nuclear that NIREX has been left to 


Industry Radioactive Waste Exe carry on its dirty work unob- 


cutive) - are driving very 
hard for land dumping as they 
believe there is no alterna- 
tive to it, despite the fail-. 
ure to achieve safe dumping. 
The method they plan to use 
was formerly known as''shallow 
burial", but has now been re- 


served by anyone and answer- 
able only to itself. 
that NIREN has been made in- 


ignorance should NIREX cause 
them any embarrassment. 
such circumstances NIREX can 


‘ 
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Rachel Winter 


Is Antiques - Art Deco - Period Clothes 


JOIN HAND 


say NO to DUMPING 


NAME -~-------------------~------------------- 
(Block letters please) 


ADDRESS ~---+---------~------------------------ 


Please complete this form and return it with 
the minimum membership fee of 50p or £5.00 
effiliation fee for organisations to:- 


HAND Membership, Winston Woods, 'Patinki' 
Lease Lane, East Halton. DN40 3PT 


r------------- 


It seems 


Under 


ANT SEE 
a ony 
t -N “3 i d Sa 
ALADDIN’S ANTIQUES} a = A 
ey 10 Princes Avenue, Hull ik ©): 7 Beh: 
ih 80 Princes Avenue, Hull Aen 


claim that it is not the body 
responsible, and that the 
governmentis. So it is that 
no-one is actually responsible 
for the actions of NIREX. 

Not only is NIREX an unelect 
-ed body, but it is also appar 
-ently unconcerned about the 


It is people its actions will affect, 


As a NIREX rep. 
make our own minds up. 


says "We will 
It does 


The halt of sea - dump it does not want to know about not matter what the peole 


At a local meeting at 
stated 


want". 


divulge its activities to any- that nuclear dumping "is not 
Thus it seems an emotional issue". 


Noposition to NIREX's plans 
is growing strongly, not only 
in the threatened areas, but 
also nationally. The meeting 
of HUMBERSIDE AGAINST NUCLEAR 


communicado presumably so that DUMPING -(HAND) on 12th Nov. 
the government can claim total ` 


was well attended, and the 
meeting agreed that the 
aims of HAND should be as 
follows r 
1: To prevent the dumping 
of nuclear waste on Humberside 
2: To campaign for a nation- 
al policy for the safe storage 
fo nuclear waste at existing 
nuclear sites. 
3: To promote and support 


n 


“a these aims and objects among 


pì Ape 
Syall communities threatened 


zby the dumping of nuclear 
waste. 

There was a proposal to 
Oppose all forms of nuclear 
production and to include 
that in the constitution. 
This was defeated because the 
meeting felt it may weaken 
the base of the campaign and 
leave it susceptible to the 
attacks of an eager NIREX. 

It was agreed that member- 
ship of HAND should be 50p 
for individual members and 
£5 for affiliated groups. 
There is also a great need 
for volunteers as a door to 
door petition was agreed 
upon to launch the campaign. 

HAND is of no particular 
political persuasion and 
cuts through all the politic- 
l al divides, as can be seen 
i from the support of Austen 
Mitchell (Lab MP) and Michael 
Brown(Con. MP).All possible 
support is needed in the fight 
against NIREX. 


Hilda Smith, 2 Hawkins Way 
Sth. Killingholme 
Tel 40699. 
Dave Pearce, 25 Hawthorne Av 
Sth. Killingholme 
Tel 74793. 
Also Channel 4 are screenig a 
documentary on nuclear dumping 
due to be shown on the 5th Dec 
at 10.30pm, co-inciding with 
the expected govt. decision on 
where the actual sites will be, 
Maybe Channel 4 know something 
that we don't ? 


An account from the Anti 
Apartheid rally in London 
on November 3rd 1985. 


The Anti-Apartheid (A/A) 
movement had asked for a mass 
peaceful demonstration. Memb- 
ers of the Socialist Workers’! 
Party (SWP) and the Revoluti- 
onary Communist Party (RCP) 
disregarded this request in 
fayour of their own little 

<hatéqy which they were 
determined to follow regard- 
less of the wishes of the 
great majority at the demo, 
which was estimated to number 
approx. 100,000 people. You 
can picture the scene. The 
SWP/CRP contingent made up 
the final section of the 
march from Hyde Park to 
Trafalgar Square. Their 
boistrous slogan for the 
day , presumably dreamt up 
at head office, read " One 
Solution, Revolution." This 
coupled with rabble Covsing 
tactics of halting the march 
and then charging, during 
which party members and other 
people were knocked down and 
trampled upon, which showed a 
total lack of consideration 
for other demonstrators and 
citizens. 


As the SWP progressed up 
Whitehall, to Trafalgar 
square, lengths of stick, wh- 
at looked like hammer handles, 
began to appear, along with 
Placards which were broken 
up. The contingent headed 
straight for South Africa 
House where the police were 
blocking their way. The 
sticks were hurled at the 
police. Meanwhile, the RCP 
contingent had arrived 
behind Nelson's Column to 
confront the police. The 
police were at that moment 
surrounded. The violence fla- 


red. Soon bottles, fireworks 
were thrown by ' Class War' 
supporters, metal bars and 
even drain gratings were 
being hurled. Those in the 
crowd that wanted a peaceful 
demonstration were helpless. 
The police then stormed in 


and began to indiscriminat- 
ely arrest anyone they could 
get their hands on, which re- 
sulted in a stampede and more 
widespread panic. Innocent 
families with their children, 
were in immediate danger. 


So what did it achieve? 

It did not achieve, it harmed 
the cause; it harmed the 
effectiveness of the demo; it 
did nothing to influence pub- 
lic opinion when the press 
had to report the scenes of 
violence. The press even 
drew comparisons between the 
riots in South Africa and the 


ADN 
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riots at the A/A rally in 
London. In fact the violence 
will have driven away the ve- 
ry people we need to convert 
and get involved, those who 
maybe less politically aware 
and committed than us. fhey 
surely will not have been 


impressed by another violent 
demonstration, and will not 
bring their children, friends, 
parents etc. on the next demo. 
Cm ratu latius to the SWP and 
CRP for doing the government's 
dirty work. 

It is no wonder the impre- 
ssion is given that there is 
little difference between the 
extreme left and the extreme 
right. They use the same 
terminology ( scum and fascist 
being popular with both). They 
are both merely playing 
political football with our 
civil liberties. 

No matter what happens in 
the coming years, we are still 
going to need a policeforce, 
though that doesn't mean we 
stop complaining about the 
political nature of the force 
we have at present. We camnot 
afford to be complacent. If 
we drop out just because of 
the intimidation from those 
that believe if something 
is wrong you kick it in the 
teeth until it becomes 
agreeable, then we can't 
grumble wen it's too late 
and the day arrives when we 
have no rights and no 


freedoms. If we sit back any 
longer, that day of reckoning 


Anti-Apartheid violence 


will soon be upon us. 

It is our society too. 
Just because we don't want t o 
throw bottles at the police 
and then congratulate ourse- 
lves for being so radical, it 
does not mean that we don't 
care. If you think the system 
is wrong, but are intimidated 
into not acting because you 
think your voice won't be he- 
ard, now is the time to stand 
up and say it while we still 
have the chance. If you don't 
like the things the way they 
are, take part, get involved, 
and help change them. 


WARS 


Our most time consuming and 
effective action of recent 
weeks was a vigil outside 
Blacks Fur Shop in the town 
centre. This took place betw- 
een the 19th to the 25th of 
October, and lasted for over 
40 shop hours - with members 
of the group giving up their 
days off work to help out. 
This seemed like an ggorr- 
tune time for this campaign 
because of public awareness 
already having been heightened 


by David Barley's poster and 
movie, revealing the fur 
trade for the filthy practice 
it is. 
Mr Black himself drove up 
for a cosy little chat with 
us on the “Monday and promptly 
drove off in a bemused state 
when he could not answer a 
single one of our Qnqumeuls 
It was shown that our presence 
affected the store because the 
furs were all removed from 
the window display and repla- 
ced by leather - which the 
public identify more with. 
Good publicity was provided 
by both Viking and Radio, 
Humberside ( with - Su@vse_, 
SUSE; the Hull Daily Mail 
almost completely ignoring 
us - they even promised to 


print a piece about the vigil 
on the last Friday, but this 
never emerged. ) 

The overall conclusion was 
that we made more people aware 
of, and sickened by, the 
background to the fur trade; 
we showed Mr Black ( and 
other such abusers) the 
extent of our feelings and 
the Commitment we had to 
stop his/ their malepractices 
and proved that peaceful 
methods of demonstrating can 
work as on the whole the 
general public seemed to 
sympathise with our aim 
( the collapse of the murder- 
ous fur trade) and were plea- 
sed that we were taking a 
stand against animal exploit- 
ation. 
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almonella the five 


Over the past two years, 
Hull has suffered a serious 
food poisoning epidemic, 
traced to a local meat 
processing factory, which 
probably resulted in hund- 
reds of infections in the 
Hull area. Although the 
firm responsible for the 
infected meat was eventually 
identified, it has not been 
named , let alone prosecuted. 

The outbreak was not 
revealed at the time, but 
surfaced in the annual rep- 
orts of the Hull Environment- 
al Health and Licensing 
Departmenitt( EHD ). Examinat- 
ion of the report for 1983 
shows a severe outbreak of 
Salmonella poisoning in the 
latter half of the year. 
This was traced to meat 
products manufactured and 
sold locally. The report 
concluded that "laboratory 
results...provide excellent 
grounds for requiring further 
improvements in hygiene" in 
the (unnamed) factory respon- 
sible. The EHD believed that 
the problem had been solved. 

Did the improvements 
recommended at the end of 
1983 by EHD staff prevent 
further food poisoning ? 
Apparently not: throughout 
the first six months of 1984, 
new cases of two particular 
strains of Salmonella contin- 
ued to grow. According to the 
1984 report, Salmonella was 
first found in cooked meat 
samples taken from shops 
early in the year, as part 
of their regular sampling 
checks. It seems likely that 
the same firm was the cause 
of both outbreaks, and that 
the 1984 outbreak was simply 
a continuation of that of 
1983. The council officers 
responsible have neither 
confirmed or denied this. 
Indeed, the EHD refused to 
speak to us at all ! 

By June 1984, verbal 
evidence from doctors, 
patients and medical examin- 
ation:of their samples by the 
the Public Health Laboratory, 
clearly implicated cooked Ham 
produced by one particular 
Hull factory. It seems astoni- 
shing to the layman that it 
should take so many months to 
locate the source of the outb- 
reak since food poisoning is a 
notifiable disease: any doctor 
diagnosing a case must immedi- 
ately inform the District 
Medical Officer. This notific- 
ation system is meant to aid 
the local authorities and the 
Government in curbing the 
outbreak of infectious diseas-— 

es. That's the theory ! In 


practice, Hull's District 
Medical Officer, Dr. James 
Dunlop, in his monthly circul- 
ars to G.P.s has repeatedly 
had to remind doctors of the 
need to notify food poisoning 
cases immediately, even to the 
point of quoting the law at 
them to encourage them to do 
this. 

This prompt notification is 
particularly important, since 
only the more severe cases of 
food poisoning ever reach the 
doctor's surgery. Most healthy 
adults simply put mild food 
poisoning symptoms down to 
' an upset tummy £, and their 


illness isn't recorded in the 


§ official ‘statistics. 


As any 


Ltoxrve 


doctor will tell you, 
essential to trace the source 
of a food poisoning outbreak 
as soon as possible, and prev- 
ent infected products from 
continuing to be sold. 

In response to the numer- 


ous notifications, the EHD 
officers at last went into 
the factory concerned. They 
remained on the premises 
full-time, even outside norm- 
al office hours. By their 
own admission, this was an 


unprecedented step. The fact-! 


ory concerned was producing 
over five tons of cooked 
meats per day, of which the 
Ham, at one and a half tons, 
represented a daily 2 oz 
portion for over 25,000 
people. This large scale 
production narrows the 
source down to only a 
handful of thelargest local 
producers. 

At this point, the EHD 
knew ' beyond any reasonable 
doubt ' that this factory was 
the source of the outbreak, 
sufficient, we understand, to 
prevent the sale of further 
meat to the public, and to 
obtain a conviction in court. 
They have the power to " hold 
up any suspected food pending 
the results of investigation 


¢ EHD officers. 


ton cover-up? 


and examination of samples " 
( From Practical Food Inspec- 
tion, by C.R.A. Martin, a 
standard textbook on the sub- 
ject, used by all EHDs.) 
These powers are contained in 
the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, 
and various later Acts. One 
wonders why the EHD did not 
use these powers. After all, 
if they took the unprecedent- 
ed step of placing their 
officers in the factory full- 
time for days on end, they 
must have been pretty certain 
this particular factory was 
responsible. 

The EHD stress that the 
company concerned is reput- 
able, with clean, hygienic 
premises, and they have 
always co-operated fully with 
Perhaps it was 
their fear of a future lack 
of co-operation that persuad- 
ed the EHD not to ' rock the 
boat ' by using their powers 
to the full . But surely the 
EHD are appointed to protect 
the public rather than the 
company, and its legal powers 
are there to be used when 
necessary? 

Throughout late June and 
early July, the company 
continued selling the infect- 
ed Ham. The EHD staff spotted 
" previously overlooked 
unhygienic practices ", and 
persuaded the firm to increa+ 
se the cooking times and 
temperatures, and replace 
steel work surfaces, all to 
no avail. Dozens of new 


notifications of Salmonella 

were traced to this source. 

Up to 1% of ham produced was 
found to be contaminated. 


The EHD took hundreds of 
samples from the factory's 
cooked meats, and by mid 

July over 70 samples per 
week contained Salmonella. 
The company continued produc- 
tion with each individual ham 
being tested prior to despat- 


ch. As the EHD report notes: 

" The first results from the 
sampling showed that very 
large numbers of hams had been 
inadequately processed and the 
whole batch was rejected ". 
Further batches also showed 
large proportions of the hams 
were infected, and it was only 
at this stage that "ithe 
company agreed to cease prod- 
uction., " ( our emphasis ). So 
even when their ham was as 
severly infected as this, the 
company agreed voluntarily to 
cease production, without the 
EHD invoking their statutory 
powers. 


Once production had ceased, 
the District Medical Officer 
and the head of the local Pub- 
lic Health Laboratory visited 
the factory, and immediately 
recommended " significantly 
increased cooking temperatures" 
to a minimum of 70°C for one 
hour. This immediately killed 


ra 


olore Artisan 


|10% STUDENT DISCOUNT 
TRADING ON BEHALF OF HULL C-V.S. 


off all the Salmonella in 
future batches and the outbr- 
eak died off rapidly. So for 
all the complicated production 
and testing methods, and the 
weeks, if not months, taken to 
locate it, the basic cause lay 
simply in undercooking the 
meat. It is astonishing thet 
neither the company nor the 
EHD realised this earlier. 

It has been pointed out to 
us that the recommendations of 
the Meat Manufacturer's Federė 
ation, the trade organisation 
for meat producers, are that 
ham should be cooked for a 
minimum of 30 minutes at 70°C, 
and that the factory was abid- 
ing by these recommendations. 
However, they are minimum 
recommendations only, and it 
is in any case up to every 
firm to ensure that its prod- 
ucts are fit for human consum- 
ptiom. In this case, the cook- 
ing time and temperature had 
simply not been sufficient to 
kill off the Salmonella pres- 
ent in the raw meat. 


The company clearly saves 
on its fuel bills by sticking 
to the minimum recommendation. 
This does not, however, expl- 
ain the behaviour of the EHD, 
whose job it is to act as 
gaurdians for the general 
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it will do as far as the 
legal limits set by Governme- 
nt are enforced in practice 
by local authority officers. 
Whilst the EHD did eventuall- 
y trace the cause and demand 
alterations in the company's 
production methods, the 
company has made that extra 
financial gain, and what's 
more, their anonimity has 
been retained. No adverse 
publicity. then or now, no 
court case, no 'guilty' verd- 
ict reported in the Hull 
Daily Mail. What incentive 
does this give to other 

meat producers to maintain 
their high standards? What 
confidence does it give us in 
the officers appointed for 
our protection, if they fail 
to expose a firm producing 
contaminated meat that has 
infected hundreds, if not, 
thousands of people? 


Note: 

The Post is continuing its 
investigation into this 
outbreak, and would like to 
hear from everyone who has 
suffered food poisoning over 
the past two years. We would 
also like to hear from any 
'moles' within the local 
authority or the meat indust- 
ry. Strictest confidentiality 


assured. Contact us. 

The EHD were invited to 
discuss this outbreak but 
refused to do so. 


public in ensuring that food 
is fit for human consumption. 
The company's sole aim is 

to maximise profits, and this 


Department of Social Policy and Professional Studies 
University of Hull 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS OPEN TO PROFESSIONAL 
WORKERS AND THE PUBLIC 1985-6 


Open Lectures and Meetings 

Harold Dellar Memorial Lecture. 

Family, Welfare and Employment: an agenda for the 1990's. Lesley 
Rimmer, Family Policy Studies Centre. 

Open Lecture of the Centre for Criminology and Criminal Justice. 
Andrew Rutherford, Chairman, Howard League for Penal Reform. 


Day Conferences 
Unemployment and the Transition to Adulthood: 
responses. 


needs and 


Dr Pat Allatt, Professor John Egglestone, and others. 

The Proposed Reform of Social Security. 

Ruth Lister, Director, Child Poverty Action Group and others. 
Crime Prevention and the Community. 


Approaches to Marital Therapy. 

Dr Jack Dominian, Stan Ruszcynski, Dr Michael Crowe, 

Andy Treacher, Professor Douglas Hooper, 

Centre for Criminology and Criminal Justice Workshops 
The Supervision of Life Sentence Prisoners. 

Social Work Practice Workshops 

Racial Awareness Mental Health and the Community 
with Volunteers The Use of Computers in Social Work 


Introduction to Conciliation 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS: 


The Secretary 
Department of Social Policy and Professional Studies 
University of Hull Cottingham Road HULL HU6 7RX 


Working 


The New Marshmallow 


From the start I was enrap- Yes, this is a Theatre to 
tured. To pass through the newly be proud of, which, like true 
rendered portals, adorned with Royalty is equally at ease with 


English National Opera North 
THE MAGIC FLUTE 


New Theatre 25th October their Gucci-Go-Faster-Pizzeria aristocracy as it is with the 
: ý Plastic Arches to discover the common or garden pleb. I've 
If it'socao review of foyer - now, I've never visited never been privileged to visit 


The Magic Flute you're Barbara Cartland's home, but Barabara Cartland's home, but 
after then read no fur- I feel, I know that right here 


} in Hull, we can share our pas- 
ther - who wants to read I sions in a scented pink arbor 
of love, which for all its un- 

o 


a review a month out of ; n 
spoken intensity can yet keep 


date anyway? K ; 
R : pis TE S S REN I'm sure she knows what elegance  @ grip on itself. 
vi Mra pea 418-420 Aee is, and yes, this was elegance, There is something curiously 


: municipal elegance at its most sensual about those great white 
the , paxpayama ey seat ek Engbish thoughtful oe relaxed. Nowhere phalluses standing anaes; proud 
National «Opera: :North's Magic have I seen emulsive pastels and erect in Kingston Square 
used with such vaiqhibited res- - to think that only 30 or so 

hI traint. The New Theatre barely strides behind them are those 

blushes through its blandishments. big, shiny red fire engines 

Qoh d Yes, this is a place where a waiting to come rushing into 

Princess can breathe, and know the street, flashing and hungry.. 

Flute was a barely affordable that if she has to adjust her  er..oopps . I seem to have 
opportunity to catch a glimpse panty hose, we'll all be discreet. 


of Hull's Nouveau Centre Of We can be trusted in a place 

Excellence. like this, because here we feel wea 
The act of seeing an opera caressed, rather than smothered 

at a theatre is something which as we would be in any other spit i Bh eT A org. WOS 

should have all the ingredients theatre where the once so-popular what a tribute to the good 

of a sublime occasion, and so but oppressive red flocked vynyl taste of our Council's Lounge 

it was truly enchanting to see wallpaper hangs gratuitously izard‘ Committee hat a triumph 

how the New Theatre's promise off every piece of roccoco plas- Rae our region Rejoice, Rojolea 

bore out. terwork. REJOICE! €.6, 


want the theatre to succeed, but Although the New Theatre will 
not by daylight robbery. And just have its critics, my judgement is 
to try the opera-lover's patience that, on the whole, the money has 
to the extreme, the audience was been well spent (if once you accept 
So they spent all this money on giv- made to sit in its seats for anoth- that the money should ges been P 
ing the New Theatre a face-lift, er half hour after the owe ESj spent at all; that man does not 
and I thought: good, about time, H.R.H. went on stage and met the live by bread alone). I just wish 
Abd aerei, dai Pine got it done, cast - who were probably also not that certain members of the City 

I went off and bought my tickets consulted about it. Council would get it straight that 
for the opera. I was taking a friend inviting Royalty does nothing to 
otd et mae ath aaea Bebra, endear them to all those hard-work- 
and the one I thought best was on If we'd known in advance that oan members of the Labour movement 
for 3 nights, but 2 of them I could- we were going to have to share our WPO 80 tramping streets and knock- 
n't go. They took my name and add- performance with a pretty leaden ing on doors to get them elected. 
ress, saying darkly "It might be audience of sycophants whose main 
the gala opening." Off I then went contribution to the evening was 
on holiday. the rumblings of their digestive 


the royal New.... 


MARITA STAITE 


I returned to discover that the organs, we could have decided to (NB Marita's article was much long- 


night I had booked Princess Anne pass up the chance. But I didn't i than it beater Sete Shortage 
was coming to 'open' the new New want to let my friend down. It was ET SAET pir S . 
Theatre, and that as soon as that a long-standing promise. She works jnt aree cae sate om > 
was known hundreds of people had nights and had already had to swop } S NoT LLSCY AS Cue Teult, not 
booked for the same night. a shift. Mie 


So I thought: great. Not only 
do I have to sit through the opera 
in the presence of Princess Anne Humberside 
Typewriter 
Company 


(not known for any musical bent), 
New & Reconditioned Typewriters 


but also with 1000 people who are 
only there because she is. 


Next, I read in the "Mail" 
that we're being told to get to 
the theatre ludicrously early, and 
then to sit in our seats for half 
an hour before the performance be- 
gins. 


Presented by 
KEN SADLER 


The only programmes were '"'sou- 
venir" ones at 3 quid a throw. We 
didn't bother. Of course, we all 


95 Beverley Road, Hull HU31XR Telephone 27214 
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Black, white and blue 


Tory racists revealed 


The Hull Daily Mail's report on the some of the Tory members , manag- Also ignored by the Mail was the 
November meeting of the Humberside ing to misunderstand what it was arrival in the Comittee room of a 
Education Committee - ''wierdos etc - Harmony were doing, rose in outrage party of 40 or so overseas students 
didn't tell the half of it. Here's at the idea of supporting a ''confer-from Hull University, at least half 
some of the bits they missed out. ence" aimed at "indoctrinating"' of whom were black. Their arrival 
Children. during the debate was a coincidence, 
i P Among the choicer comments not and by all accounts they sat, fascin- 
prs rio a reported in the Mail were: ated, by this display of back-woods 


: : ; ake Tory racism. (A display which their 
racist practice for people in edc ** Betty Eaton (Tory, and, God hel : 
cation cal child-care who are deal- us, Chair of tan aby Mote tg presence toned down considerably. ) 
ing with the 3-7rs age group. ittee) : "If we're not careful we Hull Harmony group is going to 
The’ application - a mere drop will find ourselves having to pro- be somewhat in the red after their 
in the ocean of the Committee's bud- tect ourselves against these ethnic day. (A full report on the event 
get - went ee the Under me minorities." will be in the next Post.) From 
sub-committee (with a recommendat- ' š what we hear some of the Labour mem- 
ion from the officers) but Profess- i e Het aoe Seep a Meee ee bers of the Education Committee 
or Arthur Pollard, Chair of the Ed- says 4 ai 9 he H ES epi ,would greatly welcome another appli- 
ucation Committee, refused to endorse ihe Le hy Fo Sa SRP. a cation from the group for funding. 
the decision and so it had to go be- .-© Lord BESBOD MMOL she sib) it- The Betty Eaton Show really is too 


s - ics...he should get back to getting ï AR A 
fore the full Education Comittee. children into his Sunday schools."’; good - and too politically damaging 


j ; eae ies - be terminated af- 
At the meeting of the Committee and "Let's put racism’under the car- to the to iee) tee : y 
hat seems to have happened is that pet." ter this spectacular pilot episode. 


The Hull Harmony Group had app- 


On the llth November Kevin Curley of 

Hull Council for Voluntary Service, 
(and a member of Hull Latin America 
Comittee), flew to Nicaragua with 
vital medical supplies which Hull 
students helped to buy. 

A collection taken in the Uni- 
versity Union raised approximately 
£150, which was added. to a similar 
amount raised elsewhere in Hull. 
This money was used to buy a compre- 
hensive range of medical supplies 
from a local wholesaler. The goods 
included anti-malaria pills, oral 
re-hydration compound and hundreds 
of disposable syringes. Kevin Cur- 
ley will present these to health 
centres in the villages he visits, 
including Cardenas in Southern Nic- 
aragua, with which Hull is propos- 
ing to twin. 
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Policewatch 


more on Humberside’s guns 


The November meeting of the Humber- 
side Police Authority saw the appar- 
ently unprecedented event of members 


: hori tuall ki s- "stop" people. 
of ther tegen ar yee happy to acknowledge, hitting people 


tions of the Chief Constable. The 
cause of this sudden outbreak of in- 
terest in police matters was an ag- 
enda item in which the Chief Consta- 
ble informed Authority members of 
Humberside's arms and ammunition. 
(Humberside Police have 192 fire- 
arms and about 63% of the force is 
trained in their use - somewhat less, 
apparently, than the national aver- 
age.) A full inventory has been 
promised to Cllr. Stephen Bayes 
whose interest kicked the whole 
thing off. 


However, the really important 
information divulged at the meet- 
ing wasn't picked up either by the 
press hacks present or by the mem- 
bers of the Authority. In the cour- 
se of his answers Chief Constable 
Hall assured (sic) the Authority 
that all the weapons in Humberside's 
possession were drawn from an app- 
roved list, prepared by a working- 
party of the Association of Chief 
Police Officers (ACPO) with Home 
Office consultation. 

This is new. To our knowledge, 
no such list has ever been mention- 
ed in public before. And this is sig- 
nificant because we know from prev- 
ious research that among Humberside's 
weapons are several semi-automatic 
rifles. Therefore semi-automatic 
weapons are on a list approved by 
the Home Office. This, we think, 
represents a considerable shift in 
official thinking on police weapons. 


Misreported in the Hull Daily 
Mail. were some comments from Sgt. 
Scaife, Humberside's firearms ex- 
pert. Scaife blandly remarked that 


HULL FOOD 


21 PRINCES AVENUE 


WHOLEFOODS, HERBS, SPICES 


TEL: 446929 


the police were trained to fire at 
the torso because if and when the 
police open fire the object is to 
But, as Scaife was 


in the torso - especially, we would 
add, with the new soft-point high 
velocity ammunition - there is a 


"fair chance" that they will be kill- 


ed. Which is, as near as damit, 
a statement of a "'shoot to kill" 
policy. 


We bumped into Sgt. Scaife out- 


side the meeting and asked him if 
he had had an easier or harder time 
from the meeting than he had ex- 
pected. "Oh, much easier", he said. 


and computer 


introductory booklet on the comput- 
er produced for internal use. The 
section describing the "nominal" - 
ie name - index is the most inter- 
esting. 

It says, for example, that 
system will initially contain the 
pter of individuals identified 
from Criminal Records Office records 
as being active criminals, living or 
operating within Humberside. New 
offender will be added as they are 
convicted.'' (emphasis added) 
sounds reasonable: the system will 
just contain details of people with 
criminal records. 

Or will it? The next paragraph 
says that "Each record will consist 
of 12 sets of information on each 
person, including details of con- 
victions, descriptions, MO (modus 
operandi), associates, vehicles, 
stop checks, general information 
and fingerprints.....collator rec- 
ords will be available countywide, 
on a 24 hour basis." 


more complex Details of ''assoc- 
iates'"? Who, for example? If I am 
the friend of someone with a crim- 
inal record does that mean I will 
be on file? What counts as having 
a ‘criminal record'? 
ing conviction, perhaps? 

"Stop checks" will be there. 
These are the information on people 
gathered when the police stop and 
ask you who? where?why?to.see whom? 
Everybody who is stopped and check- 
ed? Just people with criminal rec- 
ords? 

What would "general informat- 
ion'' cover? We know, for example 
that minority sexual preferences 
are recorded in the police's curr- 
ent collator and criminal records. 


Which 


Immediately the picture is gett- 


One shop lift- 


Will this be in the computer, and 
if so, what else? 


The next paragraph boasts of 
"sophisticated search techniques'' 
which "will permit operators ` to:in- 
quire on almost any item of infor- 
mation, linking descriptions of off- 
enders to known criminals, identif- 
ying suspects with those known to 


have previous convictions for a spec- 


ific offence. ' Which may sound 
splendid, likely to increase police 
efficiency and all that, but which, 
in reality, means that the cross 
referencing of the existing and 
new information by the computer 
will, in itself 
X breaks into a shop through a rear 
window. This goes down as his MO. 


We've now seen the Humberside Police'sA shop is broken into through a 


rear window. The computer searches 
through its data base and up pops 
X - a computer-generated ''suspect"’. 
This may not seem unreasonable 
until you ask yourself how this fits 
with the basic presumption of inno- 
cence until proved guilty. Comput- 
er generated ''suspects'' may find 
themselves in the position of hav- 
ing to prove their innocence of an 
offence, their guilt presumed be- 
cause the computer produced them 
from its records. And with in- 
creased police powers to hold and 
question people in the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Bill, the comput- 
er generated suspect may find him/ 


her self in custody for longer. 

And it need hardly be added 
that a system which records ''stop 
checks" and ''general information" 
is an obvious encitement to do more 
stop/checks and accumulate more such 
"general information." 

It is here that the dreaded pol- 
ice ‘intelligence computer’ is tak- 
ing shape - in the infinitely ex- 
pandable categories of the comput- 
erised collator records. 


Finally, an anecdote about the 
reality of policing in the inner 
city of Hull. A woman living off 
Spring Bank heard noises in the 
empty and already vandalised house 
next to hers. She called the police. 
Upon the arrival, the policeman, 
far from thanking the woman for her 
public-spiritéd act, asked her why 
she was bothering them with stuff 
like this, asked why she lived in 
such a place anyway, and suggest- 
ed she move to Beverley, like he 
had done, where there are ''decent 
people". 

We kid you not. 


generate ''suspects"’. 


qucation 
¥ Otherwise 


Going to school is someth- 
ing most children take for 
granted. If current trends 
are anything to go by, how- 
ever, it looks as though 
more parents will be choosing 
to educate their children as 
home. Education Otherwise is 
a national organisation 
offering guidance and support 
to these parents. The Hull 
branch, formed 3 years ago, 
has a dozen or so members. 
'The Post' has been talking 
to some of them. 

We first heard about 
the group after they each 
recieved a letter from the 
Education Authority asking 
for a written statement of 
their child's 'Educational 
Programme'. The details 
required of curriculum, 
timetable, books, resources, 
made some parents suspect that 
the Authority were able to 
clamp down on them. A 
spokesperson has since denied 
this allegation and added 
that they are not considering 
legal action against any of 
these parents at the present 
time. 

The legal position is defi- 
ned in the Education Act of 
1944. Parents have the right 
to educate their children at 
home but the Education 
Authority must emsure that 
every child recieves an 
education suitable to its 
age, ability and aptitude. 
The Education Authority can 
impose regulations on its 
schools but this PMG to 
be more difficult in the 
case of home eduction. No 
two sets of parents teach 
their children in the same 
way. Some follow a school 
type routine with specific 
periods allocated for lessons 
and punctuated breaks. The 
majority have abandoned this 
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in favour of a far more casual 
approach. So while the Educat- 
ion Authority isn't directly 
threatening the group, some 
parents are worried that they 
may have- to reconsider their 
methods of teaching. 

Why do parents break the 
mould and keep their children 
at home? Ann Moss, local 
organiser of ‘Education 
Otherwise', says that most 
remove their children from 
school when they reach a crie 
sis situation. The Child may 
just be unhappy, or may be 
unable to learn in a school 
environment. Hannah is a 
member of Education Otherwise 

and is not satisfied with the 
type of education a school 
provides. She encourages her 
children to explore the world 
around them and to learn rele- 
vant skills. Reading and wri- 
ting and basic maths are tau- 
ght, but Hannah tries to avoid 
the subjects that are taught 
in schools merely with a view 
to passing exams. 

All the parents who s=- 
poke to us said that it was 
important to encourage the 
growth and development of each 
child's personality to the 
full. When asked about the 
value of academic qualificat- 
ions one father commented: 

" people must be more 
than just pieces of paper. 
Children and adults have so 
much more to offer than that." 

There are very few chil- 
dren who have completed their 
education at home. Ann Moss 
comments that there's been a 
massive influx, recently, of 
children aged 11 and under and 
there is every indication that 
most of these will never ret- 
urn to school. In any case, 
admits Ann, it would be very 
difficult to fe-jhtegrate: > them 
into the school system after 
a long break. 


If you are interested in 
knowing more CONTACT: 
ANN MOSS 445728 


-the true story 


After two and a half years of 
publication-making the Post a 
veteran amongst British alter 
-native papers -some changes 
are being made which will be 
evident to our readers in the 
issue. First,+a technical one 
brought on by the theft of 
our word processor,there will 
not be anymore justified 
marains -our columns for the 
forseeable future will be 
ragged edged.(Should you be 


offered a CANON A®500 elec- 
tronic typewriter for £50,do 
let us know).The content too 
may change, as a new,enlarged 
collective has formed.lona 
serving founder members Colin 
Challen and Robin Ramsay will 
be taking a lesser role in 
future, to spend more time on 
their “Masonic duties. So, all 
you cynics who accused the 
POST of being run by a clique 
-- eat your underpants! 


HULL ANTI-APARTHEID GROUP 


Forthcoming Activities. 


Jumble Sale/ Christmas Fare 

at St. Augustine's Church Hall 
Princes Rd. 

( Donations of jumble, gifts 
etc...Tel 441292 or 447225. All 
proceeds to Anti-apartheid and 
Medical. Aid for Southern Africa) 


Public meeting at Central Lib. 
at 8 peme 


SAT. DEC. 14th 


Picket of shops selling S/Agoods 
Meet outside GRANDWAYS Spring 
Bank . From 10a.m to lp.m 
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DECEMBER 


Sunday lst 


John Cooper Clarke at Spring 
St at 7.45pm 


Monday 2nd 


Up and Under 11 at Spring St 
at 7.45pm. 

Drama Group every Monday at 
the Trades and Labour Club 
at 8.pm. 

Gay Night at the Welly Club 
at 10-2an. 


‘Tuesday 3rd 


Up and Under 11 at Spring St 
at 7.45 

Hull Jazz Club at the Haworth 
Arms at 8pm. 

PHILOSOPHY SOCIETY,the Queens, 
8pm. 

Pink Noise + Support for an ANC 
benefit gig at the Welly Club. 
Wednesday 4th 


Spring St. see Monday 2nd 
Moses Smith Blues Band and 
guests at the Bull,Bev.Rd.,8pm. 
Donna Franceschild gives work- 
shop:"Developing a character 
through improvisation", 7pm.Rio 
Fine Art Building HCHE Cueens 
Gdns. 

Hull Univ. Drama Dept. perform 
Hedda Gabler by Ibsen,7.45pm. 
(4-7 Dec.) 


Thursday 5th 


Spring St. see Monday 2nd 
Ptretrict Blues Co. at Haworth 
Arms 8pm. 

Other Musics present John Ber- 
well and Jan Howarth,percussion 
duo,Ferens Gallery 7.45pm. 
Model Engineering (fornightly) 
Trades and Labour club 
Teethmarks in the bathroom floo 
and 2 other bands at the Welly 


Friday 6th 


Spring St. see Monday 2nd 

plus Bouncers 10. 30pm. 

Rumble (rock and roll band) the 
Bull Bev. Rd. 8pm. 

Hull Latin €ommittee present 
Melianto Welly club (tickets 
only) 

O.A.P. Dance (members only) 
Trades and Labour,Free. 


Spring St. see Fri. 6th 


National demonstration against 
Union Carbide outside their 

headquarters in Sheffield. For 
further info, tel Shef..589127. 


Monday 9th 


Civic Society public meeting 
"Lost houses of the East Riding 
by Edward Waterson,Ferens Art 
Gak.lery 7.30pm. 

Gay night 10pm-2am Welly club 


9th December National Abortion 
(NAC) meet: at Trades 
Lal Club, Beverley Road, 
8pm. Details contact 45005 or 219552 


Tuesday 10th 


Toad of Toad Hall,Spring St.7.30 
Hull Jazz club,Haworth Arms 8pm 
F.O.E. Meeting 170 Victoria Ave 
Philosophy Society the Queens 
8pm. 

Alan Ackbourn's "Just between 
ourselves",Gulbenkian studio 
Hull Univ. 7.30pm (also Thurs. ) 


Wednesday llth 


Spring St. see Tues 10th 

Moses Smith Blues Band,the Bull 
Bev. Rd. 8pm 

Community Action presents "Zoot 
and the Roots",bluebrass,ivelly 
(tickets only) 

Victorian Society 7.30pm. Poster 
-ngate Gallery 


Donna Franceschild workshop (see 


Dec. 4th) "Theatre-writing:probl 


-em solving through improvisatio 


Thursday 12th 


Spring St. see Tues lOth 
District Blues Co.,Haworth Arms 
8pm 


Spina Bifida charity performance 


Trades and Labour 


Toad of Toad Háll Spring St.4pm 
and 7.30pm 


Kashmir playing at Welly club 
14th December Hull Women for 
Peace , anniversary coach to Green- 
ham. Tickets £9.50 (waged), £6.50 
(unwaged). 


Monday 16th 


Spring St. see Tues. 10th 
Gay night lOpm-2am Welly club 


E 


Tuesday 17th 


Spring St. see Tues. 10th 

Hull Jazz ‘club,Haworth Arms 8pm 
Philosophy Society the Queens 
8pm. 


Wednesday 18th 


Spring Ste see Tues. lOth 
Moses Smith Blues Band the Bull 
Bev. Rd. 8pm. 


Thursday 19th 


Spring St. see Tues. 10th 


District Blues Co.,Haworth Arms 
8pm. 


Friday 20th 


Spring St. see Tues. 10th 
plus Bouncers 10. 30pm. 


Rumble (rock and roll band) thi 


Bull,Bev. Rd.,8pm. 
Weekenders x-mas party (simila 
but better than Solitaires) at 
Trades and Labour 


Saturday 2lst 


Spring St. see Sat. 14th 


Sunday 22nd 


The Albian x-mas show,Spring S 
7.45pm 


Monday 23nd 


Spring St. see Tues.10th 

Jazz on a Winter's day,Mike 
Pinnock and friends Adelphi cli 
Gay night 10pm-2am. Welly club 


Tuesday 24th 


Spring St. Toad of Toad Hall 2; 
and 5pm 

Hull Jazz club,Haworth Arms 8pt 
David Pinchon and guest.artist 
(ballards and guitars)at Trade 
and Labour. 

Philosophy Society at the Quee! 
8pm. 


Having trouble finding 
your book? 
Turn to: 


9, Princes Avenue 
Hull HUS 3RX 


Tel: (0482) 41925 


General Bookseller 


Games and postcards 


BOOKS ORDERED 
TITLES TRACED 
BOOK TOKENS 

CHILDREN’S CLUB 

CREDIT A/C 
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Friday 10th 


wednesday 25th 


aba dn de Bull,Bev.Rd. ,8pm. 


Thursday 26th 


Peets a AE turday llth 

Spring St. see Tues. lOth Eon Pee esse 

District Blues Cg. Haworth Arms Spring St. see Sat. 4th 
Friday_27th Monday 13th 


Spring St. see Fri. 20th 
Rumble (rock and roll band),the 


BEV > Rds pme whaling in the port of Hull" 


d,7. 30pm. 
Saturday 28th Arthur Credland, jo, 


Spring St. see Fri. 27th 


Tuesday l4th 


Philosopy Society,the Queens 
8pm. 

Hull Jazz club,Haworth Arms 8pm 
"The future of Parliamentary 


Sunday 29th 


X-mas craft exhibition, Postern 
-gate Gallery. 


Democracy" ,Patrick Cormack,M.P 


Monday 30th 


Spring St. see Tues. lOth 
Gay night 10pm-2am,Welly club 


January 


For your Rewires 
Extra Sockets and 
Lighting 
Immersion Heaters 
Etc: 


Moses Smith Blues Band,the Bull, 
Bev.Rd.,8pm. 


Thursday 2nd 


Toad of Toad Hall,Spring St.7.30 
District Blues Co.,Haworth Arms 
8pm. 


Friday 3rd 


Spring St. see Thurs 2nd plus 
Bouncers 10. 30pm 

Rumble (rock and roll band) the 
Bull,Bev. Rd.,8pm 

Solitaires New Year's Party 
(single,divorced,widowed people) 
Trades and Labour 


Saturday 4th 


Toad of Toad Hall,Spring St.,4pm 
and 7.30pm 

Gill Kay;local artist at Postern 
-gate Gallery. 

‘Monday 6th 


Spring St. see Thurs. 2nd 
Gay night,lOpm-2am,Welly club 


Tuesday 7th 


Spring St. see Thurs. 2nd 

Hull Jazz club,Haworth Arms 8pm 
Philosophy Society,the Cueens, 
8pm. 


Wednesday 8th 


Spring St. see Thurs. 2nd 

Moses Smith Blues Band,the Bull, 
Bev.Rd., 8pm. 

"Tribute to Elvis',charity night 
for Hull Royal Infirmary,Trades 
and Labour 


Thursday 9th 


Spring St. see Thurs. 2nd 
District Blues Band,Haworth Arms 
8pm. 


7.3Opm.Central Hall,King Edward 
Ste 


Moses Smith Blues Band,the bull 
Bev.Rd.,8pm. 


Thursday 16th 


District Blues Co.,Haworth Arms 
8pm. 


Rumble (rock and roll) the Bull 
Bev.Rd. 8pm. 


The following events continue 
weekly throughout January: 
Tuesday:Hull Jazz club 
Wednesday:Moses Smith Blues Band 
Thursday:District Blues Co. 
Friday:Rumble (rock and roll 
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